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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
This Office Action is in response to Applicant's Amendment and Request for Reconsideration 
filed on August 5, 2004. Applicant's newly adds claims 36-38. Claims 1-36 are presented for 
further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rosenberg et 
al (hereinafter, "Rosenberg", U.S. Pat. No. 6,363,557) in view of Roach et al (hereinafter, 
"Roach", U.S. Pat. No. 5,310,997). 

As per claim 1, Rosenberg discloses a system, which uses a computer network connected by 
communication lines to distribute merchandise data contents comprising: 

• a first computer which stores merchandise data contents in a memory thereof based on 
an order request to distribute said merchandise data contents placed for a specific 
requester at a second computer (col. 2, lines 45-67, col. 4, lines 32-54 and col. 7, lines 
16-37); 

wherein said first computer comprises: 

• an input/output interface that receives the order request from said second computer for 
said merchandise data contents (col. 3, lines 48-67 and col. 4, lines 1-6). 
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However, Rosenberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• a controller that creates relevant data contents with respect to the requested merchandise 
data contents received from the second computer, assigns requester-specific data 
contents to said relevant data contents, and creates assigned delivery data contents. 

Roach discloses an automated order and delivery system including: 

• a controller that creates relevant data contents with respect to the requested merchandise 
data contents received from the second computer, assigns requester-specific data 
contents to said relevant data contents, and creates assigned delivery data contents (col. 
5, lines 22-26, lines 47-53, lines 62-67 and col 6, lines 1-7, col. 9, lines 5-22). 

Given the teaching of Roach, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Rosenberg to include a controller that has information relating to a user product 
order/delivery request in order to store and retrieve information regarding the user purchase 
order in a timely and efficient manner. 

As per claim 2, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein said relevant data contents are duplicated data contents of the merchandise data 
contents (col. 7, lines 16-37 and col. 11, lines 1-25); and 

• said assigned delivery data contents are data to be distributed to another computer in 
the computer network (col. 11, lines 1-25 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 3, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein said controller controls transmission of said delivery data contents through said 
input/output interface to said another computer (col. 3, lines 26-47, col. 11, line 67 and 
col. 12, lines 1-8). 
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As per claim 4, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein said first computer further has a memory and said delivery data contents are 
stored in a memory space within said memory assigned to the specific requester (col 3, 
lines 26-47, col. 11, line 67 and col 12, lines 1-8); and 

• said controller reads out said delivery data contents from the memory space assigned for 
said requester to transmit said delivery data contents through the input/output interface 
to said another computer according to a delivery request from said second computer 
(col. 3, lines 26-47, col. 11, line 67 and col. 12, lines 1-8). 

As per claim 5, Rosenberg discloses wherein said first computer further comprises: 

• means forjudging matches between specific data contained within the delivery request 
and said requester-specific data assigned for said relevant data contents prior to 
transmission of said delivery data contents to said another computer (col. 11, line 67, 
col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 6, Rosenberg discloses wherein said first computer further comprises: 

• means to judge a length of time that has elapsed from the time said delivery data content 
was created and said first computer transmits said delivery data contents to said another 
computer according to said elapsed time (col. 11, line 67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col 13, 
lines 3-10). 

As per claim 7, Rosenberg discloses wherein said first computer comprises: 

• means for deleting said delivery data contents transmitted to said another computer from 
said memory space (col. 1 1, line 67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 8, Rosenberg discloses: 



Application/Control Number: 09/770,505 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2157 

• wherein said means for deleting said delivery data contents from said memory space 
operates when a length of time that has elapsed from a time said delivery data content 
was created exceeds a predetermined length (col. 11, line 67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 
13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 9, Rosenberg discloses wherein said first computer comprises: 

• means for storing said relevant data contents in a memory space assigned to a requester 
(col. 2, lines 45-67, col. 4, lines 32-54 and col. 7, lines 16-37); and 

• means for recording said merchandise data contents, wherein said first computer, based 
on relevant data contents stored in a memory space assigned to said requester according 
to a delivery request from said second computer, reads out said merchandise data 
contents to the relevant data contents and transmits said merchandise data to another 
computer (col. 4, lines 32-54 and col. 7, lines 16-37). 

As per claim 10, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein said another computer is the second computer (col. 3, lines 26-47). 
As per claim 11, Rosenberg discloses wherein said first computer comprises: 

• means for storing in a memory space an identifier of relevant data contents (col. 2, lines 
45-67, col. 4, lines 32-54 and col. 7, lines 16-37); and 

• means for recording said merchandise data contents, wherein said first computer, 
according to a delivery request, reads out said merchandise data contents based on the 
stored identifier and transmits out said merchandise data contents to said another 
computer (col. 4, lines 32-54 and col. 7, lines 16-37). 

As per claim 12, Rosenberg discloses: 
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• wherein said merchandise includes books and said merchandise data content is 
information concerning books (col. 3, lines 64-67 and col. 4, lines 1-6). 

As per claim 13, Rosenberg discloses wherein the second computer in the communication 
network includes: 

• an input means for inputting the order request, an input/output interface to transmit the 
order request, and a display (col. 3, lines 48-63, col. 6, lines 40-67, col. 7, lines 1-5 and 
lines 16-37). 

As per claim 14, Rosenberg discloses wherein the first computer includes: 

• means for transmitting a delivery data contents list to the second computer when a 
plurality of order requests for a specific requester are received, the display of the 
second computer displays the data content list, and the input means of the second 
computer allows selection of a desired one of the plurality of order requests to be 
delivered (col. 3, lines 48-63, col. 6, lines 40-67, col. 7, lines 1-5 and lines 16-37). 

As per claim 15, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein the another computer is the second computer (col 3, lines 26-47). 

As per claim 16, Rosenberg discloses a delivery device, which transmits merchandise data 
contents to a requester according to an order request from a terminal device connected to a 
communication network, comprising: 

• a first memory space that stores said merchandise data contents (col. 2, lines 45-67, col. 
4, lines 32-54 and col. 7, lines 16-37); and 

• a second memory space that stores said assigned data contents (col. 4, lines 32-54 and 
col. 7, lines 16-37). 
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However, Rosenberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• means for creating relevant data contents related to said merchandise data contents 
according to an order request from said terminal device; and 

• means for assigning requester-specific data contents to said relevant data contents and 
for creating assigned data contents. 

Roach discloses an automated order and delivery system including: 

• means for creating relevant data contents related to said merchandise data contents 
according to an order request from said terminal device (col. 5, lines 22-26, lines 47-53, 
lines 62-67 and col. 6, lines 1-7, col. 9, lines 5-22); and 

• means for assigning requester-specific data contents to said relevant data contents and 
for creating assigned data contents (col. 5, lines 22-26, lines 47-53, lines 62-67 and col. 
6, lines 1-7, col. 9, lines 5-22). 

Given the teaching of Roach, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Rosenberg to include a controller that has information relating to a user product 
order/delivery request in order to store and retrieve information regarding the user purchase 
order in a timely and efficient manner. 

As per claim 17, Rosenberg discloses wherein: 

• said relevant data content is duplicated data contents of said merchandise data contents 
(col. 4, lines 32-54, col. 7, lines 16-37 and col. 11, lines 1-25); and 

• said assigned data contents is data contents to be distributed to a second computer (col. 
4, lines 32-54, col. 7, lines 16-37, col. 11, line 67 and col. 12, lines 1-8). 

As per claim 18, Rosenberg further discloses: 
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• means for reading out said delivery data contents from said second memory space and 
for transmitting said delivery data contents to a terminal within the communication 
network (col. 3, lines 26-47, col. 11, line 67 and col 12, lines 1-8). 

As per claim 19, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein a separate second memory space is prepared for each said requester (col. 3, 
lines 26-64 and col. 4, lines 32-54). 

As per claim 20, Rosenberg further discloses: 

• means for transmitting a data contents list to the terminal device when a plurality of said 
delivery data contents exists for the requester (col. 3, lines 48-63, col. 6, lines 40-67, 
col. 7, lines 1-5 and lines 16-37). 

As per claim 21, Rosenberg further discloses: 

• means forjudging matches between the content of a deliver, request from said terminal 
device and said requester-specific data contents when said delivery data content is 
transmitted by said means for transmitting (col. 11, line 67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 
13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 22, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein said means for transmitting said delivery data contents only when a length of 
time that has elapsed since the order request is within predetermined period (col. 11, line 
67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 23, Rosenberg further discloses: 
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• means for deleting said delivery data content from said second memory space when said 
means for transmitting transmits said delivery data contents (col. 1 1, line 67, col. 12, 
lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 24, Rosenberg further discloses: 

• means for storing in the second memory space an identifier of relevant data contents 
(col. 4, lines 32-54 and col. 7, lines 16-37); and 

• means for recording said merchandise data contents in the first memory space, wherein 
said delivery device reads out said merchandise data content from the first memory 
space based on the stored identifier and transmit said merchandise data contents to a 
terminal in the communication network (col. 4, lines 32-54 and col. 7, lines 16-37). 

As per claim 25, Rosenberg discloses a method to distribute merchandise data contents 
using a computer network connected by communication lines, comprising the steps of: 

• receiving an order request at a first computer in the network from a specific requester 
requesting merchandise data contents (col. 6, lines 40-67 and col. 7, lines 1-37); 

• duplicating requested merchandise data contents (col. 11, lines 1-25); 

• and 

• holding the delivery data contents until a subsequent delivery request for delivery is 
received (col. 11, line 67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

However, Rosenberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• preparing delivery data contents for the specific requester by adding requester specific 
data to the duplicated data contents. 

Roach discloses an automated order and delivery system including: 
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• preparing delivery data contents for the specific requester by adding requester specific 
data to the duplicated data contents (col. 10, lines 3-30). 

Given the teaching of Roach, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Rosenberg to include user delivery information in order to process and deliver the user 
product information in a timely and efficient. 

As per claim 26, Rosenberg further discloses: 

• a step of distributing said delivery data contents to another computer according to the 
delivery request, which is independent from said order request (col. 11, lines 1-25, line 
67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 27, Rosenberg further disclose steps of: 

• storing the prepared delivery data contents in a memory space assigned to said specific 
requester (col. 4, lines 32-54 and col. 7, lines 16-37); 

• reading out said delivery data contents from the assigned memory space according to 
said delivery request (col. 3, lines 26-47, col. 11, line 67 and col. 12, lines 1-8); and 

• distributing said delivery data contents to the specific requester (col. 11, lines 1-25, line 
67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 28, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein said delivery data content is read out from said memory space and distributed 
when requester-specific data included in said delivery request and said 
requester-specific data within said delivery data contents match (col. 1 1, lines 1-25, line 
67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 29, Rosenberg discloses: 
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• wherein said delivery data content is read out from said memory space and distributed 
if a length of time that has elapsed between said order request and said delivery request 
is within a predetermined period (col. 11, line 67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3- 
10). 

As per claim 30, Rosenberg further discloses: 

• a step of outputting a delivery data list stored in said memory space to a requester (col 
11, lines 1-25, line 67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 31, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein said requester-specific data held within said delivery data contents includes 
data prohibiting duplication of said merchandise data contents (col. 11, lines 1-25). 

As per claim 32, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein said step of preparing said delivery data contents is executed after settlement of 
payment by said requester for said merchandize data contents (col. 7, lines 16-37, col. 
11, line 67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 33, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein the requester-specific data includes a password (col. 12, lines 19-45). 
As per claim 34, Rosenberg further discloses: 

• a step of storing said duplicated merchandise data contents in a memory space assigned 
for merchandise data contents (col. 4, lines 33-54 and col. 11, lines 1-25). 

As per claim 35, Rosenberg discloses: 

• wherein when a plurality of order requests for a specific requester are received, the 
method further comprises a step of transmitting a delivery data contents list to the 
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second computer, and upon receipt of a selection by the second computer, the selected 
order request is delivered (col. 11, line 67, col. 12, lines 1-8 and col. 13, lines 3-10). 
As per claim 36, Rosenberg discloses the invention the substantially as claims discussed 
above. 

However, Rosenberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the input/output interface receives the delivery request at a time that is later 
than a time at which the input/output interface receives the order request, the delivery 
request being independent of the order request. 

Roach discloses an automated order and delivery system including: 

• wherein the input/output interface receives the delivery request at a time that is later 
than a time at which the input/output interface receives the order request, the delivery 
request being independent of the order request (col. 10, lines 3-30). 

Given the teaching of Roach, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Rosenberg to include user delivery information in order to process and deliver the user 
product information in a timely and efficient. 

As per claim 37, Rosenberg discloses the invention the substantially as claims discussed 
above. 

However, Rosenberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• means for receiving the order request and for subsequently receiving the delivery 
request, the delivery request being independent of the order request. 

Roach discloses an automated order and delivery system including: 
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• means for receiving the order request and for subsequently receiving the delivery 
request, the delivery request being independent of the order request (col. 10, lines 3-30). 

Given the teaching of Roach, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Rosenberg to include user delivery information in order to process and deliver the user 
product information in a timely and efficient. 

As per claim 38, Rosenberg discloses the invention the substantially as claims discussed 
above. 

However, Rosenberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• receiving the delivery request after preparing the delivery data contents. 
Roach discloses an automated order and delivery system including: 

• receiving the delivery request after preparing the delivery data contents (col. 10, lines 3- 
30). 

Given the teaching of Roach, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Rosenberg to include user delivery information in order to process and deliver the user 
product information in a timely and efficient. 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-38 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,984,155 to Geier et al 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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